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5 May 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Edward, 
 
THE WINE (AMENDMENT) REGULATIONS 2020 (the “AG-017 Regulations”), 
AMENDING THE WINE REGULATIONS 2011 
 
I am writing to notify the Committee of a planned UK SI relating to wine. Officials in Defra 
(the UK Government’s Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs) have written to 
Scottish Government officials to advise that the Secretary of State intends to lay the AG/017 
Regulations, a UK-wide SI relating to wine, before the UK Parliament on 20 May 2020.  
 
The AG/017 Regulations are a strictly technical SI which amend the Wine Regulations 2011, 
on a UK-wide basis, to update references to EU legislation. They remove references to EU 
regulations that have now been repealed by the EU, replacing those with references to 
current EU regulations to allow for enforcement of the provisions of those EU regulations. 
They also contain amendments that are minor and technical in nature and do not represent 
any significant policy changes. The AG/017 Regulations are a business as usual SI that is 
being made under section 2(2) of the European Communities Act 1972.  The AG/017 
Regulations do not relate to EU Exit.   
 
The purpose of the AG/017 Regulations is to update references to EU legislation in the Wine 
Regulations 2011. The Wine Regulations 2011 currently reference Commission Regulation 
(EC) No 606/2009 that lays down certain detailed rules for implementing Council Regulation 
(EC) No 479/2008 as regards the categories of grapevine products, oenological practices 
and the applicable restrictions.  However, references to the EU legislation in the Wine 
Regulations 2011 are out of date because Commission Regulation (EC) No 606/2009 has 
been repealed and new EU regulations are in force (namely, Commission Delegated 
Regulation (EU) 2019/934 and Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/935). 
Therefore the Wine Regulations 2011 need to be amended to ensure the references to the 
EU legislation are correct and up-to-date as they underpin and give effect for the 
enforcement of wine legislation within the UK.   
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At present, we have a minuscule wine industry in Scotland, however the proposed changes  
mean that should that industry in Scotland grow in the future, the correct and up-to-date 
requirements in EU law are reflected in the current UK domestic legislation.   
 
The Wine Regulations 2011 are a UK-wide SI and have been amended by UK-wide SIs 
previously. The AG/017 Regulations concern a devolved matter but the Scottish Government 
has experience of working collaboratively with the UK Government and the other devolved 
administrations in this area and there are advantages in amending the Wine Regulations 
2011 on a UK-wide basis.  
 
After consideration, reliance on section 57(1) of the Scotland Act 1998 enabling the 
amendments in the AG/017 Regulations to be made on a UK wide basis is considered 
appropriate. Accordingly, I am content that Defra should take steps to proceed to lay the 
AG/017 Regulations in the UK Parliament and have instructed officials to convey this to 
Defra.    
 
Yours sincerely 

 
FERGUS EWING 
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